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kepoup Tark angd AT artillery units started

blvonaciing in the Zerbst-Barpywiken-Dessau area on 25 October 1951. The
streets in Rosslau Jeading toward Zerbst were narked by an arrow with a
~red”ball in the center of its shafti The tank units, whi(.h had concenlrate
fv ‘ed ‘north of the Elbe hiver, wore atbtacked by formations of up to LO ground
attack aircraft and by Tarmations of light borbers from south of the

Llve River, The atbacxlng aireralt were firod at Ly AA puns of all calibers.
‘Tollowing intensive artillery preparation, the trooss asserbled in the area
sorth of the .ube River, and crossed the siream on 26 Cetober. The Iirst
troops W o crossed to the south bank of the river on Zleats amnd ierries,
vhich were widoly scattered between Dessau and Aken, wore combat engineers
and advance detachments, The main body of the troops crossed a pontoon
Lridre at Rietzrock the same aight. There was a freat deal of conbat activivy
at the bridpehoad established on the southern river bank on 27 October,

but the troops withdrew across the river that same night. Scurce conelude
ed thut the maneuver had ended by the afternoon of 28 October, because

the Rosslausagdeburg road was reooened to civilian traffic at that time,
. Continual shuttle traffic of tank trucks Letween the maneuver site and
25X1 the dump at Aken was observed throughout the pericd of the mansuver, The
: - LTOOUE started departing irom ‘the area.on 29 October, %

| 2. Un n? and 28 October, taks and heavy wieapons crosgsed the Elhe Hiver at
’ Stackby, Steus and uietzneck and advanced as f&

ed the detr 25X1

ENn5.cLes ohS 3 Lindau area included: armored reconnalssance cars
2 armored personnel ecarrviers; and trucks 25X1

25X1 . % {Comront, The i:formation enly supplements previous reports on the
: TiVer-Ccrosg lng exercise in the Flbe River sector Letween Dessau and Darby
frcm 21 to 25 uctober 1911, hich involved the XXIX Ods 1"tz Rifle Corps
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wead by the twe enpineer resiments of the GCFG and cogponents of
2 Arty Div, the Tth Ods Tank IHv and the 1Lth Ods Uecz Div,

. The present vopord azain indicates that the vanouvers
muisted of an 2iiack across the Elbe River from north to south, the
tatlishment of a Lrideshesd on the south bank of the river; amd conba
ans withdrawsl [rom, the Lridpsbead under the pressure of p simeripe

25X1

poedsg Toves attacking from tho south.

Comgnte Since the vehiclea observed oslong o components of ihogs

wite srecilisd in the field corment avove, it is believed that

4 the withdrawing moverment of the roinforced $3TY Ods Vg TOTTe
o the nordh as far as the Lindsu area, If 80 tanks were zctually
ned in Lindau as late as coe day prior to the erd of the maneuver,
y have helongaed to components of the Tith Gds Tank Div, vhich eithe
read Lo their Uessan~Rosslau post Irom Letzling Heath, or upon .
don of the field exercises observed in the Bure area on 25 Octonere
nay have been reinforcenents for the troope encaged in the
srg oathe Elbe River. The availabie reports do not indicate that
vouthern force which, consisting of compensats of the XI7IIX Cds iz
Lorps and assembled in the aves sast of Terseburg since 25 Uctober,

e bridgehead of the IXTL Gds Itw itifle Corps. However, it is -
lely believed thab componsnbs of i is southern forco either
i the maneuver of the norihern force or consbitubed +

25X1

5 ing eids atbscking the bridgehead from the south
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